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[llinois continues to be a national leader in
traffic safety. Qver the last decade, traffic
fatalities in our state have declined
significantly. This is due in large part to
innovative efforts to combat drunk and
distracted driving, as well as stronger
guidelines for new teen drivers. The driving
public’s increased awareness and avoidance of hazardous driving
behaviors are critical for Illinois to see a further decline in traffic
fatalities.

Beginning May 3, 2023, the federal government will require your
driver's license or ID card (DL/ID) to be REAL ID compliant for use as
identification to board domestic flights. Not every person needs a
REAL ID card, which is why we offer you a choice. You decide if you
need a REAL ID or standard DL/ID. More information is available on
the following pages.

The application process for a REAL ID-compliant DL/ID requires
enhanced security measures that meet mandated federal guidelines.
As a result, you must provide documentation confirming your identity,
Social Security number, residency and signature.

Please note there is no immediate need to apply for a REAL ID-
compliant DL/ID. Current Illinois DL/IDs will be accepted to board
domestic flights until May 3, 2023. For more information about the
REAL ID program, visit REALID.ilsos.gov or call 833-503-4074.

As Secretary of State, | will continue to maintain the highest standards
when it comes to traffic safety and public service in Illinais.

Do ce Wn stz

Jesse White
lllinois Secretary of State




goes into effect May 3, 2023.

Your current lllinois driver’s license or ID card (DL/ID) will be accepted at airports until
May 3, 2023. We are providing you with the choice either to obtain a REALID card or to
keep a standard card. Take time to know your options.

You DO NOT NEED a REALID if: ~ You NEED a REALID if:

¢ You have a valid U.S. passport or ¢ You do not have a valid U.S. passport or
passport card; or passport card; AND

e You do not use airplanes as a mode of @ You use airplanes as a mode of
domestic transportation; or domestic transportation; or

e You do not visit military bases; or e You visit military bases; or

¢ You do not visit secure federal facilities. @ You visit secure federal facilities.

Standard REAL ID
DL/ID DL/ID

Driving (DL only)

Using for general
identification purposes

Boarding a domestic flight
(U.S.) after May 3, 2023

Entering a military base or
secure federal facility

For additional information:

833-503-4074

or visit:

REALID.ilsos.gov
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Know your options.

[Federal Limits Apply|

Standard Card
Designation

Application Process for
Standard Driver's License or ID

If your DL/ID is currently valid and not expiring soon, you
do not need to do anything.

STEP 1: If your DL/ID is expiring soon, visit a Secretary of State
Driver Services facility and take your photo and the required
exams.

STEP 2: Receive a temporary, secure paper DL/ID at the facility.

STEP 3: After review and verification of documents have been
conducted, your new permanent standard DL/ID will be mailed to
you within 15 business days.

Fees for a REAL ID and a standard
DL/ID are the same.

For domestic travel, a U.S. passport
or a REALID card is acceptable.
For international travel, a
U.S. passport is necessary.

For additional information about passports:
npic@state.gov or 877-487-2778

For additional information:

833-503-4074




Make the choice that is right for you.

REAL ID
Gold Star
Designation

Application Process for
REALID Driver's License or ID

STEP 1: Visit a Secretary of State Driver Services facility and take
your photo and the required exams.

STEP 2: All applicants must provide proof of identity. (Examples
are: a U.S. birth certificate, a U.S. passport, an employment
authorization document, a permanent resident card or a foreign
passport with an approved 1-94 form.) *Please note that name
change documents, such as a marriage certificate, will be required
if the applicant presents a birth certificate with a name different
from his/her current name.

STEP 3: All applicants must provide proof of full Social Security
number (SSN). (Examples are: an SSN card, a W-2 or a pay stub
with full SSN.)

STEP 4: All applicants must provide two current residency
documents with the applicant’s name. (Examples are: a utility hill,
rental agreement, deed/title or bank statement.)

STEP 5: All applicants must provide proof of signature.
(Examples are: a credit/debit card, canceled check or current
Illinois DL/ID.)

STEP 6: Receive a temporary, secure paper DL/ID at the facility.
*Please note that the TSA and federal agents will not accept the
paper document.

STEP 7: After review and verification of documents have been
conducted, your new permanent REAL ID card will be mailed to
you within 15 business days.

*For a complete list of acceptable documents for steps 2-5, please visit:

REALID.ilsos.gov







ILLINOIS SECRETARY OF STATE

PREREGISTRATION

DRIVER'S LICENSE/IDENTIFICATION
CARD PREREGISTRATION

You may preregister prior to visiting a Driver Services facility to renew your
Illinois driver's license or identification card, or to obtain a corrected driver's
license or identification card. This preregistration process does not guarantee
the issuance of an Illinois driver's license or identification card unless you
successfully complete all applicable tests and verification processes. A
corrected driver's license or identification card transaction includes:

Changing your name, address, date of birth, gender
or Social Security number.

Changing your height, weight, eye or hair color.

Obtaining a first-time CDL.
()
Changing the classification of your driver's license
or adding a motorcycle classification.

Adding or removing a restriction or endorsement.

For more information, please visit:
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This edition of the /flinois Rules of the Road is as accurate as possible at the time of publication. The
booklet contains information you must know to pass the written test on traffic laws and signs in order
to obtain basic driving privileges. It includes information on obtaining a driver’s license, driver's license
laws, traffic safety issues and general information regarding lllinois traffic laws and ordinances.

The language of the /llinois Compiled Statutes is condensed and paraphrased and does not cover every
law or explain every possible situation that motorists may face while operating a motor vehicle. The
manual also provides highway safety information not in the law. It is intended as a tool for drivers and
should not be cited as a legal authority in court. Additional information and forms are available at
www.cyberdriveillinois.com.



NOTE TO THE READER: The application process for a REAL ID-compliant document requires
enhanced security measures that meet mandated federal guidelines, even if an individual
already has a standard issued lllinois driver's license or identification (DL/ID) card. As a
result, applicants must provide documentation confirming their identity, Social Security
number, residency and signature.

Unless specifically stated, the information contained in this chapter concerning the DL/ID
application process applies to both REAL ID-compliant and standard issued documents.

For more information about lllinois” REAL ID program, please visit www.REALID.ilsos.gov
or call 833-503-4074.

Chapter 1: lllinois Driver's License

To drive legally in lllinois, a driver must have a valid lllinois driver's license. A driver’s license
is classified by the gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of the operator’s vehicle. For a list
of all driver classifications, see page 103.

A driver seeking a basic license to operate a car in lllinois is issued a Class D license. Hold-
ers of a Class D license also may operate rental vehicles up to 26,000 pounds when trans-
porting their own personal property or that of an immediate family member for non-business
purposes within the State of lllinois. The driver is required and should be provided infor-
mation to successfully complete a safety course regarding the safe operation of that vehicle
from the rental company.

A driver must meet special requirements to operate a school bus, religious organization
bus, child care vehicle, vehicle used in for-profit ride sharing or vehicle used for senior
citizen transportation. Driver's license applicants should visit a local Driver Services facility
or call the Safe Ride Section of the Secretary of State’s office at 217-782-7674.

For procedures on obtaining a license to operate a motorcycle or commercial vehicle, please
refer to the /llinois Motorcycle Operator Manual, the Rules of the Road for Non-CDL Vehicles
or the Commercial Driver’s License Study Guide available at any Secretary of State facility
or at www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

For procedures on obtaining a temporary visitor driver’s license, please refer to the Tempo-
rary Visitor Drivers License Quick Guide available at www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

Age Restrictions — Drivers 16-21

Applicants must be at least age 18 to obtain an lllinois driver’s license. The following excep-
tions apply:



e Applicants age 16 or 17 may receive their license if they successfully complete a state-
approved driver education course, complete 50 hours of practice driving and pass the
three parts of the driver’s license exam. If a parent cannot accompany a minor to the facility,
an Affidavit/Consent for Minor to Drive must be signed by a legal guardian or a respon-
sible adult over age 21. For more information about obtaining a driver's license before
age 18, see page 16.

e |f the individual is a first-time Illinois driver's license applicant, is age 18, 19 or 20, and
has never been licensed or completed an approved high school or commercial school
driver education program, he/she must successfully complete a six-hour Adult Driver
Education Course through a Secretary of State certified adult driver education provider
before obtaining a license. More information is available by visiting www.cyberdriveilli-
nois.com.

e A driver under age 18 is not allowed to drive any vehicle for-hire transporting property
(e.g., delivery persons) or any vehicle requiring a commercial driver's license.

e Adriver under age 21 is not allowed to drive any vehicle for-hire that is transporting more
than 10 passengers, a commuter van, a religious organization bus, a school bus, a vehicle
transporting senior citizens or a child care vehicle.

Exemptions

Individuals may drive in lllinois without a valid Illinois driver's license if they meet one of

the following circumstances:

e Have permanently moved to lllinois from another state or country and have a valid non-
llinois driver’s license. The driver must obtain an lllinois license within 90 days or before
his/her driver’s license expires, whichever comes first.

e Are visiting or driving through lllinois and have a valid driver’s license from their home
state or country.

e Are an out-of-state student attending an lllinois college/university; they and their spouse
and children may drive with a valid license from their home state or country.

e Are on active duty with the U.S. Armed Forces; they and their spouse and dependent
children living with them may drive with a valid license from their home state.

e Are serving in the U.S. Armed Forces outside the United States, but are a legal resident
of llinais; they and their spouse and dependent children living with them may drive during
the first 120 days of their return if they previously obtained a deferral of their driver's
license.

e Are serving as a civilian employee for the U.S. Armed Forces or the U.S. Department of
Defense outside the United States, but are a legal resident of Illinois; they and their
spouse and dependent children living with them may drive during the first 120 days of
their return if they previously obtained a deferral of their driver's license.

e Are employed by the U.S. government or a member of the U.S. Armed Forces; they do
not need a valid lllinois license if traveling on official business and driving a vehicle
owned by or leased to the government.

e Are operating a road machine temporarily on the roadway or farm tractor between the
farm buildings and nearby farmland.



Changing the Name/Address on an
lllinois Driver’s License/ID Card

An Illinois driver’s license or ID card holder who has legally changed his/her name must
apply for a corrected driver's license/ID card. This must be done within 30 days of the name
change. The driver must provide documentation that links the new name to the name on
the current driver's license/ID card and on file with the Secretary of State’s office. The name
displayed on the driver’s license/ID card will be the full given name and surname as recorded
at birth, at marriage, by the Social Security Administration or as otherwise established
through legal action.

Adriver's license or ID card holder must notify the Secretary of State’s office of an address

change within 10 days of any move by:

e V/isiting a Driver Services facility,

e Visiting www.cyberdriveillinois.com online services, or

e \\riting to the Secretary of State, Driver Services Department, Address Change, 2701 S.
Dirksen Pkwy., Springfield, IL 62723.

Driver's license or ID card holders will not receive a new document reflecting the address
change unless they visit a facility, present acceptable documents to prove residency includ-
ing a valid mailing address (see page 104), and pay the appropriate fee.

Document/ID Requirements for
Driver’s License/ID Card

To receive an lllinois driver’s license/ID card, applicants must provide acceptable forms of
identification to prove their legal name, date of birth, Social Security number, residency
and signature. Please refer to the Acceptable Identification Documents chart on page 104
for a list of documents that may be used. Applicants should note the following:

e Signature comparison is required in the verification process.

e The number of documents required depends on whether an applicant is applying for a
driver's license/ID card for the first time or requesting a duplicate or corrected driver's
license/ID card.

e A person must provide a valid mailing address at the time of application.

Applicants will be required to have a photo taken, surrender all other lllinois driver's
licenses/identification cards/instruction permits, pass the appropriate exams and pay the
appropriate fee.

An applicant applying for a temporary visitor driver’s license should refer to the Temporary
Visitor Driver's License Quick Guide for document requirements.

First-time REAL ID-Compliant Driver's License/ID Card Applicant

Applicants applying for a REAL ID-compliant driver’s license/ID card for the first time (even
if they already hold a standard issued driver's license/ID card) are required to present the
documentation of the following:



Proof of identity™ (including U.S. citizenship or lawful status);
Proof of date of hirth;

Proof of Social Security number;

Proof of signature; and

Two documents to prove lllinois residency.

*If an applicant brings identity documents with a name different from his/her current legal
name (such as a certified birth certificate), he/she must bring additional documentation
indicating the reason for the name change (such as a certified marriage certificate, copy of
divorce decree, adoption papers, etc.).

First-time Standard Issued lllinois Driver's License/ID Card Applicant

An applicant applying for a standard issued Illinois driver’s license/ID card for the first time
is required to present documentation of the following:

e Proof of date of birth;

e Proof of Social Security number;

¢ Proof of residency (one document); and

e Proof of signature.

Please refer to the Acceptable Identification Documents Chart on page 104 for a list of doc-
uments that may be used. One document may satisfy more than one group.

Those applying for a disabled ID card must also present a form entitled Application for an
lllinois Person with a Disability Identification Card. This form must be properly completed
and signed by a medical professional.

Duplicate/Corrected Driver's License/ID Card

An applicant applying for either a duplicate or corrected driver's license/ID card is required

to present documentation of the following:

e Proof of written signature; and

e Proof of residency if the applicant is requesting an address change to appear on the
document.

An applicant may apply for a duplicate driver’s license/ID card on cyberdrivelllinois.com
online services as long as there are no changes to address, name or date of birth.

An applicant requesting a change in name, date of birth, Social Security number or gender
must provide identification to link the change from the previous information to the new
information.

An applicant under age 60 whose license was stolen must present a police report to receive
a duplicate driver’s license/ID card at no cost. Persons over age 60 do not need a police
report for a duplicate driver's license/ID card at no cost.



Driver’s License/ID Card Renewal
About 90 days before the license expires, an lllinois driver should receive a renewal notice
from the Secretary of State’s office with information on what documents must be provided
and what tests are necessary. The driver may renew the license up to one year before a
two- or four-year driver’s license expires. A driver may renew up to six months before a
one-year driver’s license expires.

Drivers may not receive a renewal notice if they fail to notify the Secretary of State’s office
of a change of name or address. It is the driver’s responsibility to renew the license
before expiration, regardless of whether a renewal letter is received.

A driver's license is valid for four years and expires on the driver's birthday except in the

following cases:

e Drivers under age 21 — license expires three months after their 21st birthday.

e Drivers ages 81-86 — license valid for two years.

e Drivers ages 87 and older — license requires annual renewal.

e Drivers holding a temporary visitor driver's license — expires in three years or upon the
expiration of immigration documents.

Information on renewing and a list of acceptable documents for a temporary visitor driver’s
license are available by referring to the Temporary Visitor Driver's License Quick Guide or
visiting www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

Standard Renewal

To renew a driver's license, applicants must:

e Visit a Driver Services facility and present their current license/ID and renewal notice.
e Visit Cyberdrivellinois.com online services if you received a pin number renewal notice.
e Take the appropriate exam(s), if applicable.

e Pay the appropriate fee and have a new photo taken.

Applicants who are unable to surrender their current driver's license or ID card must present

proof of signature. Applicants who need to change their address must present one residency

document if they hold a standard driver’s license or ID card and two residency documents
if they hold a REAL ID. If applicants do not have their current driver’s license or ID card or
changes are required, they must present documentation of the following:

e Proof of date of birth;

e Social Security number;

e Proof of residency if the applicant is requesting an address change to appear on the
document (two documents for REAL ID applicants and one document for standard issued
applicants); and

e Proof of written signature.

An applicant renewing a REAL ID-compliant driver's license or ID card who is not a U.S.
citizen must present current documentation of lawful status.



Upon payment and successful completion of any required testing, the Secretary of State
will issue a temporary, secure paper driver's license/ID card, which is valid for 90 days.

After a review and verification of documents, a permanent driver's license or ID card will
be printed at a centralized location and mailed to the applicant, usually within 15 business
days, to the address provided by the applicant at the Driver Services facility. Driver's license
and/or ID cards will not be delivered by the post office if there is a forwarding order or any
type of hold on mail service for the address provided by the applicant.

If applicants do not receive the permanent driver’s license or identification card after 15 busi-
ness days of visiting a facility, they can check the status at www.cyberdriveillinois.com or call
217-782-7044.

Driver's License/ldentification Card Preregistration

You may preregister prior to visiting a Secretary of State facility to renew your lllinois driver’s
license or identification card or to obtain a corrected driver's license or identification card.
This preregistration process does not guarantee the issuance of an lllinois driver's license
or identification card unless you successfully complete all applicable tests and verification
processes.

Safe Driver Renewal

The Safe Driver Renewal Program enables certain drivers with a clean driving record to

renew their driver’s licenses from home and visit a Driver Services facility only once every

eight years. An eligible driver will receive a notice in the mail detailing how to complete

the renewal process online, by phone or by mail. To be eligible for Safe Driver Renewal, a

driver must:

 Be ages 22-74;

e Not hold a commercial driver’s license (CDL) or school bus driver permit;

e Have no traffic infractions, sanctions, crash reports or medical report review require-
ments; and

¢ Have Social Security information verified through the Social Security Online Verification
System.

Note: REAL ID-compliant applicants who are not U.S. citizens are not eligible for Safe
Driver Renewal.

Penalties for Driver's License/ID Card Fraud

Persons are subject to arrest, possible imprisonment of up to five years and a 12-month
suspension or revocation of their driving privileges for the following offenses:

e Signing a driver’s license/ID card application that includes false information.

e Presenting false identification for the purposes of obtaining a driver’s license/ID card.

e Using a fictitious or unlawfully altered driver's license/permit.

e Presenting another person’s driver’s license/ID card as their own.



e Allowing another person to knowingly use identification documents to apply for a driver’s
license/ID card using their name.

Medical Report

When applying for a driver's license, applicants will be asked about any physical or mental
conditions that may potentially impair their safe operation of a motor vehicle or any
medications (prescribed or over-the-counter), drugs or alcohol that may impair their driving
ability. In certain instances, applicants must provide a Medical Report completed by a
licensed physician verifying their medical ability to safely operate a motor vehicle. The
report must be presented to the Driver Services facility personnel within 90 days from the
date the physician signs it. The form is available at any Driver Services facility or at
www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

If a driver develops a medical condition that is likely to cause a loss of consciousness or
any loss of ability to operate a vehicle safely, he/she must notify the Secretary of State’s
office within 10 days of becoming aware of the condition. Failure to do so may lead to can-
cellation of the driver's license and driving privileges.

Driving Records/Abstracts

The Secretary of State keeps records of the traffic violations and crashes accumulated by
a driver while licensed in lllinois. If lllinais drivers are convicted of a traffic violation while
driving in anather state, the offense will be included on their record. If drivers are not a res-
ident of this state and convicted of a traffic violation in lllinois where immediate action is
required, a record will be established for them in lllinois, and the traffic violation also will
be reported to their home state.

lllinois drivers may purchase a copy of their driving record at select Driver Services facilities.
To locate a facility, a driver may visit www.cyberdriveillinois.com, and click on Facility Finder.
Driving records/abstracts also may be obtained by submitting a written request to: Secretary
of State, Abstract Unit, 2701 S. Dirksen Pkwy., Springfield, IL 62723. The request must
include the driver's full name, date of birth and driver's license number, along with the appro-
priate fee. The person requesting the driving record must provide proper identification.
Driving abstracts can now be purchased online at www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

Non-Driving Programs
Related to the Driver's License

The Secretary of State's office is required to ask certain non-driving-related questions during

the driver's license/ID card application process. Among these are:

¢ |llinois Organ/Tissue Donor Registry — Applicants age 16 and older will be asked
to join the registry. More information on the Organ Donor Program is available by visiting
www.LifeGoesOn.com or calling 800-210-2106.

e Veteran Designation — A “VETERAN" designation may be placed on the face of an llli-
nois driver’s license/ID card at the request of the card applicant. At the time of application,
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the applicant must provide proof of an honorable discharge from any branch of the U.S.
military or retirement from the U.S. military or show service as a reservist or member of
the National Guard. More information is available by visiting www.cyberdriveillinois.com
or calling the lllinois Department of Veterans” Affairs at 800-437-9824.

e Voter Registration — A person applying for a standard driver's license/ID card will be
informed if he/she is currently registered to vote and if so, at what address. If he/she is
not registered, the person will be asked if he/she wishes to register to vote or to update
his/her voter registration address. The application will be electronically transmitted to the
lllinois State Board of Elections. A person applying for a Real ID compliant driver's
license/ID card and who has provided proof of U.S. citizenship will be advised that his/her
driver’s license/ID card application will also serve as an application to register to vote,
and the information will be electronically transmitted to the lllinois State Board of Elections,
unless the applicant opts-out of voter registration. The Board of Elections will forward
voter registration applications to the appropriate local election authority. A Temporary Vis-
itors Driver’s License applicant is not eligible to register to vote.

e Selective Service — Federal law requires all males ages 18-25 to register with the
Selective Service System. The signature on the driver’s license/ID card application of any
qualifying male certifies that he has registered or, if not already registered, authorizes
the Secretary of State’s office to submit his information to the Selective Service System
for registration.

¢ Emergency Contact Database — lllinois driver’s license/ID card holders may register
with the lllinois Emergency Contact Database. The program allows a person to provide
emergency contact information for law enforcement or emergency responders in the
event of a crash or emergency situation. Individuals registering may also provide infor-
mation concerning disabilities or special medical needs. More information is available
by visiting www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

Driver's License/State ID Card Fees*

*The cost for REAL ID-compliant DL/ID documents and standard issued documents is the
same.

Driver’s License/Permit

INSTIUCTION PEIMIT.......ooiee et
Driver’s License, ages 18-20.............
Driver's License, ages 21-68............. .
Driver's License, ageS 89-80 ...........c.ovviuiriieeiceeeeee e
Driver's License, @geS 81-86 ...........cvoerceeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeee e
Driver's License, ages 87 and older .
Temporary ViSitor DNVEN'S LICENSE..........c.oveeveeeceeieieeeeeeeeeeces e
New Classification added; not at time of renewal (except CDL)
SCNO0I BUS PEIMIT ..o
Note: In addition to the reqular driver's license fee, an applicant will pay an additional $5
fee to add/renew an M or L motorcycle classification.

1



State ID Card

State ID Card, UNder age 18 .. ..., $5
State ID Card, agS 18-B4 ... $20
State ID Card, ages 65 and older; Persons with Disabilities ..........cccccccoeviviieirriinieinnns Free

Duplicate/Corrected Driver's License/Permit

Duplicate/Corrected Driver's License/Permit ...........cocooovvooeoeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee $5
Duplicate/Corrected Driver's License/Permit ages 81-86 ..........co.coovvvevricceceeccece $2
Duplicate/Corrected Driver's License/Permit ages 87 and older ...........coccooovovvevevennne. Free
Duplicate/Corrected Temporary (90-day) Driver's LICENSE .........cccovvrvevrieieerieeee e, $5
Duplicate/Corrected Temporary Visitor Driver's LICENSE ..........covvevoveeeeeeceeeeeeeee, $5
Duplicate Driver’s License/Permit, under age 60 (license was stolen,

full police report FEQUITEA) ..o Free
Duplicate Driver's License/Permit, ages 60 and older (license was lost/stolen)............. Free

Duplicate/Corrected State ID Card

Duplicate Temporary (90-day) State ID Card ...........ccoovvvveceieeeceeeeee e $5
Duplicate State ID Card, Under age 18........c.oovoverieieieeeceeee e $5
Duplicate State ID Card, ages 18-B4 .........co.vveveeeeeeeeieeeeeeeee e, $20
Duplicate State ID Card, (ID card was stolen, full police report required)...................... Free
Duplicate State ID Card, ages 60 and older (ID card was lost/stolen) ............c.ccccce....... Free
Corrected Temporary (90-day) State ID Card ..........cccooveveveeeeeeeeeeceeeecee e $5
Corrected State ID Card, under age 18.........oovoveveeeeceeeceeeeeee e $5
Corrected State ID Card, ages 18-64 .........c.ovveeeeereeeeeeeeee e $10
Corrected State ID Card, ages 65 and older.............coooooioiocee Free

Active Members of the Armed Services (also spouses/children residing at home)
Duplicate License/Permit/State ID Card ............cooovevoroeeeieceeceeeeeeee e Free

Fees are subject to legislative change. For up-to-date fee information, visit
www.cyberdriveillinois.com. CDL fees are available in the Commercial Driver's License
Study Guide.

For more information on temporary visitor driver's license fees, please refer to the Temporary
Visitor Driver's License Quick Guide available at www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

The Secretary of State has expanded online services for the public by allowing access to

information by visiting www.cyberdriveillinois.com. Some of these services include:

e Renewing a valid driver’s license for qualifying drivers;

e Renewing a valid ID card for those ages 22-64 (seniors 65 and older have free, non-
expiring IDs);

e (Obtaining a driver record abstract;

e Renewing a license plate sticker;

e Filing Business Services documents, such as incorporations and annual reports; and

e Customers with issues involving administrative hearings may contact adminhearings@
ilsos.gov.
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Chapter 2: Driver's License Exams

When applying for a driver's license, individuals may be required to complete a vision
screening, as well as written and driving exams. Vision screening and a written test are
required for the issuance or renewal of all permits.

Applicants are allowed three attempts to pass each of these exams within one year from
the date the application fee is paid.

Applicants who have a traffic crash or other moving violation on their driving record may
be required to take the written and/or driving exams.

Cheating and Bribery

During the written exam, applicants will be warned if they are observed doing something
that could be considered suspicious. This could be, but is not limited to, an open book within
the applicant’s field of vision, looking around, or checking a cellphone or other wireless
device while taking the exam. Any applicant found cheating will fail the exam and be pro-
hibited from retaking it for 30 days. Taking any part of the driver's license exam for
another person is a criminal offense punishable by a fine and a mandatory mini-
mum seven days in jail.

The Secretary of State’s office may deny the issuance of a driver's license and/or instruction
permit to any person who attempts to influence any act related to the issuance of the doc-
ument. This includes attempting to bribe or influence an employee of the Secretary of State’s
office, the owner of a commercial driver school, or any individual authorized to give driving
instructions or administer any part of a driver’s license examination.

Vision Screening

All driver’s license applicants must have a vision screening or submit a Vision Specialist

Report completed by a licensed optometrist, ophthalmologist or physician dated within six

months of a facility visit. This form is available at any local Driver Services facility or at

www.cyberdriveillinois.com. Vision requirements include:

e Minimum visual acuity of 20/40 with or without corrective lenses. A driver with acuity
between 20/41 and 20/70 is limited to daylight driving only.

e At |east 140 degree peripheral vision (the ability to see to the side) with or without cor-
rective lenses.

Applicants wearing glasses or contact lenses will have a restriction noted on the license
requiring they wear glasses or contact lenses when operating a vehicle. Applicants wearing
telescopic lenses must meet special requirements and undergo additional vision testing to
receive a license.
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Written Exam

Every driver must take a written exam every eight years, except a driver having no traffic

convictions. The basic written exam requires driver's license applicants to:

e |dentify traffic signs by shape, color or symbol.

e |dentify signals and pavement markings.

e Answer multiple-choice and true-or-false questions about traffic laws, safety rules, crash
prevention and vehicle equipment.

The exam requirements for motorcycles, trucks and buses vary. Applicants should consult
the appropriate operator's manual for these types of vehicles.

Driving Exam

New drivers are required to take a driving exam. Drivers ages 75 and older and any driver
turning 75 or older who are renewing their driver's license must take a driving exam.

If the applicant is age 21 or older and driving for the first time, enrollment in driving school
for adults is suggested prior to applying for a driver’s license.

To take a driving exam, the vehicle used must:

* Be properly licensed and have the required equipment listed on page 91.

¢ Be in the same weight class as sought on their driver’s license application.

e Be properly insured. Proof of insurance must be provided at the time of the exam.

e Display valid front and rear lllinois license plates and a valid registration sticker. If the
vehicle is registered outside of lllinois, it must meet the registration requirements of the
respective state.

e Be driven to the facility by a driver with a valid driver's license/permit.

Only the examiner is allowed to be with the applicant during the driving exam. Children or
pets are not allowed in the vehicle during the exam and cannot be left unattended in the
facility while the driving exam is underway. If applicants bring children or pets, they must
bring someone to take care of them.

During the driving exam, the driver and the examiner must wear safety belts, as required
by law. Applicants will automatically fail the exam if they commit any traffic violation or
any dangerous action while taking the exam.

Applicants are graded on their ability to perform several driving tasks and maneuvers, includ-

ing the following:

e Checking the vehicle controls, including the parking brake and mirrars. The applicant
must make all adjustments to seats, safety belts, mirrors and other equipment before
the vehicle is put into motion.
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e Backing the vehicle approximately 50 feet at a slow speed, straight and smoothly.
Applicants should turn their head to the right and watch to the rear when performing
this maneuver.

e Performing a turnabout using an alley on the left side of the street. Applicants should
turn their left signal on before turning into the alley, back the car out of the alley and
stay on their side of the street.

e Parking uphill on the side of the road. (See page 34.)

e Starting uphill from a parked position. (See page 34.)

e Parking downhill on the side of the road. (See page 34.)

e Starting downhill from a parked position. (See page 34.)

e Controlling the vehicle by obeying all traffic signs, controls devices, rights of way, lane
markings and properly using turn signals.

Special Services

The Secretary of State’s office provides the following special services for senior citizens,

persons with disabilities and veterans:

e Free Rules of the Road Review Courses.

e [icense plates and parking placards for persons with disabilities.

e Reduced-fee license plate renewal fees for seniors age 65 and older and persons with
disabilities who meet income criteria through the Benefit Access Program (formerly
known as the Circuit Breaker Program). For more information, individuals should contact
the lllinois Department on Aging.

e |nterpreter service for the deaf or hard of hearing when obtaining or renewing a driver’s
license. Applicants needing interpreter service should make the request in advance of
their visit to the facility by calling 312-814-5683 or 888-261-5238 (TTY, NexTalk).

e Oral examinations (for the written test) can be requested in person at any Secretary of
State driver's license facility, Monday through Thursday. The services are provided for
applicants who may have a language barrier or any type of reading or learning disability.
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Chapter 3: Drivers Under Age 21

In lllinois, most people under age 18 learn to drive in high school or at a commercial driver
training school licensed by the Secretary of State’s office. Approved driver education classes
include at least 30 hours of classroom study and six hours of behind-the-wheel training in
a regular passenger vehicle.

Obtaining an Instruction Permit

Driver’s license applicants who are age 15-17 may receive an instruction permit with accept-
able proof from the authorized driver education provider. The document must state they are
enrolled in an approved driver education class and/or will start attending an approved driver
education class within the next 30 days. The instruction permit is valid for 24 months and
must be held for at least nine consecutive months prior to obtaining a driver’s license if the
applicant is age 15-17. If applicants are age 17 and 3 months or older, they may apply for
an instruction permit without taking a driver education course. When applying for an instruc-
tion permit, applicants must pass the vision and written exams for the license classification
they are seeking. The test results are valid until the expiration of the permit.

An instruction permit allows an individual to drive during the behind-the-wheel portion of
a driver education class with an adult instructor. It also allows a person to drive with a par-
ent, legal guardian or responsible adult who is age 21 or older, has a valid license and has
at least one year of driving experience. This individual must sit in the front passenger seat
adjacent to the driver. After individuals have successfully completed the driver education
class, they may continue practice driving with an instruction permit, under the direct super-
vision of a responsible adult as outlined above.

lllinois law requires drivers under age 16 to have at least 50 hours of behind-the-wheel
supervised driving, including 10 hours of nighttime supervised driving, in addition to the
driver education training, before being eligible to obtain a driver’s license at age 16. A
driving log to track the supervised practice hours is available at www.cyberdriveillinois.com
or in the Parent-Teen Driving Guide.

Applying for an lllinois Driver’s License

Driver’s licenses for persons under age 21 are printed vertically with distinct features. To
apply for a driver's license before age 18, applicants must bring the following documents
to the Driver Services facility:

e [nstruction permit;

e Acceptable forms of identification (see page 104);

e Affidavit/Consent For Minor To Drive (if applicable);

e Cooperative Driver Testing Certificate (if applicable); and

e 50-hour driving log with proper signature.
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If the minor applicant is applying for a REAL ID-compliant driver's license, he/she must also
bring all the required identity documents. See page 6 for section on First-Time REAL ID-
Compliant Applicants.

The Secretary of State must have received notification of the applicant’s successful completion
of driver education, and the notation must appear on the driving record before a driver’s
license is issued. Students whose birthdays fall on certain dates are required to pass a driv-
ing exam administered at a Driver Services facility even though they may have taken and
passed a road test conducted by their driver education instructor. Applicants who receive
their driver's license prior to the expiration of the instruction permit may not be required to
pay an additional fee when applying for the driver’s license.

Driver Education and the

Cooperative Driver Testing Program
High school students who successfully complete an accredited driver education course of
classroom and behind-the-wheel instruction with a combined grade of A or B may be exempt
from taking a Secretary of State administered driving exam when applying for a driver’s
license. School districts are encouraged to participate in this voluntary program by contact-
ing the Secretary of State’s office. More information on the requirements for this program
is available at www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

Upon successful completion of the classroom and behind-the-wheel portions of driver edu-
cation through a local high school, the Secretary of State’s office will receive notification
and add a notation to the individual's driver's license record. After successful completion
of a driving exam, the prospective driver may be issued a Cooperative Driver Testing Cer-
tificate, which must be signed by the driver education instructor and the student’s
parent/legal guardian. The certificate expires on the same day as the student’s instruction
permit and will not be extended. It must be presented at the Driver Services facility when
applying for the driver’s license.

Students under age 18 who drop out of high school cannot have the notation indicating

completion placed on their driver’s license record unless:

e The instructor has written verification of enrollment in a GED or alternative program;

e The applicant has a GED;

e Prior to dropping out, they received passing grades in at least eight courses in the previous
two semesters; or

e They have written consent from their parents or legal guardian and the regional super-
intendent.

The local superintendent or chief school administrator may waive conditions deemed in the

best interest of the student or dropout. Successful completion of driver education may be
verified by contacting the Illinois State Board of Education at 217-782-4321.
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First-Time Drivers — Age 18-20

[llinois driver’s license applicants who are age 18, 19 or 20 and have not previously been
licensed or completed an approved driver education program must complete a six-hour
Adult Driver Education Course. The Adult Driver Education Course can only be taught
by providers certified by the Secretary of State’s office. Courses may be taught in a
classroom setting or online, depending on the certification of a provider. Completion of
an Adult Driver Education Course from a provider not certified by the Secretary of State's
office will not be accepted. More information on the Adult Driver Education Course is
available at www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

Graduated Driver Licensing Program

lllinois” Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) Program requires drivers ages 15-20 to work their
way toward full-driving privileges. There are three progressive stages, usually beginning
at age 15, when most young drivers obtain their learner’s permit. Young drivers must earn
the right to move from one phase to the next, based on their driving behavior. Each phase
of the GDL process sets forth specific guidelines for a teen driver.

Permit Phase — Drivers Age 15

e Nighttime driving restrictions — Sun.-Thurs., 10 p.m.-6 a.m.; Fri.-Sat., 11 p.m.-6 a.m.
(local curfews may differ).

e Permit must be held for a minimum of nine months.

e Must practice driving a minimum of 50 hours, including 10 hours at night, supervised hy
a parent or adult age 21 or older with a valid driver’s license.

e Must not acquire any driving infractions, underage alcohol convictions or court supervi-
sions during the nine-month permit phase.

e Number of passengers is limited to one in the front seat and the number of safety belts
in the back seat.

e Any wireless/cellphone use while driving, including a hands-free device, is prohibited
for a driver under age 19, except in the case of an emergency to contact a law enforce-
ment agency, health care provider or emergency services agency.

e Permit is valid for up to two years.

Initial Licensing Phase — Drivers Ages 16-17

e Nighttime driving restrictions — Sun.-Thurs., 10 p.m.-6 a.m.; Fri.-Sat., 11 p.m.-6 a.m.
(local curfews may differ).

e Must maintain a conviction-free driving record for six months prior to turning 18. A traffic
conviction during the Initial Licensing Phase may extend restrictions beyond age 18.

e For the first 12 months of licensing, or until the driver turns 18, whichever occurs first, the
number of passengers is limited to one person under age 20, unless the passenger(s) is a
sibling, stepsibling, child or stepchild of the driver. After this period, the number of pas-
sengers is limited to one in the front seat and the number of safety belts in the back seat.

e Any wireless/cellphone use while driving, including a hands-free device, is prohibited
for a driver under age 19, except in the case of an emergency to contact a law enforce-
ment agency, health care provider or emergency services agency.
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Full Licensing Phase — Drivers Ages 18-20

e No age-related restrictions apply except in cases where a driver fails to move from the
Initial Licensing Phase to the Full Licensing Phase.

e Any wireless/cellphone use while driving, including a hands-free device, is prohibited
for a driver under age 19, except in the case of an emergency to contact a law enforce-
ment agency, health care provider or emergency services agency.

For more information about the GDL program, please refer to the //linois Graduated Driver
Licensing Program brochure at www.cyberdriveillinois.com. Brochures are available at any
local Driver Services facility, high school driver education program or a commercial driving
school program.

Parental Responsibility

¢ Parental Consent — A driver age 16-17 must have the written consent of a parent/legal
guardian to obtain a driver's license. The parent/legal guardian who gave initial consent
may cancel the minor’s license at any time, for any reason, until the driver turns 18 by
contacting the Secretary of State’s office. Driving privileges will not be reinstated until
the parent/legal guardian who withdrew consent, once again, provides consent or until
the driver turns 18, whichever occurs first. The teen driver must reapply for a driver's
license, take all applicable exams and pay the appropriate fees.

¢ Parental Access to Teen's Driving Record — The parent/legal guardian of a person
under age 18 who holds an instruction permit or graduated driver's license may access
their minor’s driving record at no cost by visiting www.cyberdriveillinois.com and using
a personal identification number (PIN) provided by the Secretary of State's office.

e Instruction Permit Completion Check — Students who are under age 21 and who
hold a valid instruction permit, as well as their parent/legal guardian, may go to the Sec-
retary of State's website using the Instruction Permit number to determine if their high
school driver’s education completion/certification has been added to their driving record.

¢ Parent-Teen Driving Guide — A Parent-Teen Driving Guide is available to assist parents
in teaching their teen driver the skills he/she needs to know before starting to drive on
his/her own. The guide is available at www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

e Parent-Teen Driving Contract — The Secretary of State’s office provides a vol-
untary Parent-Teen Driving Contract that establishes parameters and boundaries
between parents and a teenager to enable a young driver to acquire safe driving
habits and skills. The contract is available in the Parent-Teen Driving Guide or at
www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

Related Laws

¢ Court Supervision for Moving Violations — A driver under age 21 is limited to one
court supervision for serious traffic offenses. To obtain court supervision for a traffic vio-
lation, a driver must attend traffic safety school. If he/she is under age 18, he/she must
appear in court with a parent/legal guardian. If receiving court supervision for certain
alcohol-related violations, a driver under age 18 will be denied a full graduated driver's
license for nine months.
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Loss of Driving Privileges for Moving Violations — A driver under age 21 who is
convicted of two or more moving violations within a 24-month period will have his/her
driver's license suspended for a minimum of 30 days. The length of the suspension varies
according to the seriousness of the traffic offenses. A driver may be required to complete
a Driver Remedial Education Course as part of reinstatement of driving privileges. This
information will be indicated on the suspension notice. A suspended driver may be, but
is not always, eligible for a Restricted Driving Permit during the suspension period.
Driver's License Suspension for Alcohol Consumption — A person under age 21
who receives court supervision for possession, consumption, purchase or receipt of
alcohol will receive a three-month driver’s license suspension if the offense occurred
while the person was an occupant of a motor vehicle. A conviction will result in a mini-
mum six-month suspension of driving privileges if the offense occurred while the person
was an occupant of a motor vehicle.

Driver's License Suspension for Nighttime Driving Restriction Violation — Persons
under age 18 who violate the nighttime driving restriction during the Permit Phase or the
Initial Licensing Phase listed on page 18 may have their driving privileges suspended.
Crash Invelving Bodily Harm or Death — Persons under age 18 who are charged with
an offense due to a crash where a passenger was seriously injured or killed may be denied
issuance/renewal of their driver’s license. Alcohol need not play a factor in the crash.
Non-Adjudicated Traffic Citation — Persons under age 18 who have been issued a
traffic citation that has not been fully adjudicated by the courts may be denied issuance
of their driver’s license.

— Chapter 3 Study Questions —

. During the Initial Licensing Phase, a teen driver is allowed only two passengers under

age 20 in the vehicle during the first 12 months of licensing.
L] Tue [ False

In order to obtain court supervision for a traffic violation, a minor must appear in court
with a parent/legal guardian and attend a traffic safety school.
L] True  [J False

A parent or legal guardian may request that the driver's license of a minor be canceled
at any time prior to age 18.
L] True  [J False

lllinois drivers under age 16 are required to have at least 50 hours of behind-the-wheel
supervised driving before obtaining their driver’s license.
L] True L] False

Drivers under age 20 are prohibited from using their cellphone while driving except in
the case of an emergency.
L] Tue [ False

Drivers under age 18 must hold their instruction permit for nine consecutive months
prior to obtaining their driver's license.
L] Tue [ False
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Chapter 4: Traffic Laws

Traffic laws protect all who share lllinois” streets and highways. It is important for a driver
to obey the orders of police officers, firefighters, highway authority officials or uniformed
adult school crossing guards who are directing traffic or performing their official duties.

Proper Action When Stopped by Law Enforcement

For the safety of vehicle operators and law enforcement officers, drivers stopped by police

should adhere to the following suggestions:

e Slow down, activate turn signal and safely pull over on to the right-hand shoulder of the
roadway. If there is no shoulder or it is too narrow to pull over, the driver should find the
next safest location and pull over.

¢ Do not slam on the brakes or stop in the lane of traffic. Drivers should not stop their vehi-
cle on bridges, curves, next to guardrails, concrete walls, medians or any place where it
would be difficult for other vehicles to pass. A vehicle should not be stopped too close
to the solid white ling, as it may get struck by oncoming traffic.

e Stay in the vehicle with both hands clearly in sight on the steering wheel. Drivers should
keep their hands on the steering wheel until the police officer instructs them otherwise
or the traffic stop is complete.

e Be prepared for the officer to approach from either the driver or passenger side of the
vehicle.

¢ Do not exit the vehicle unless asked to do so. Getting out of the vehicle can be perceived
as aggressive behavior and a threat to the police officer's safety.

e Comply with the officer's request to see a driver's license and proof of insurance. If these
items are in the glove box or under the seat or if the proof of insurance is stored for
display on a cellphone, the driver should inform the police officer of that fact and then
follow the officer’s directions before retrieving the information. Vehicle operators are
required to have a valid driver’s license, registration and insurance in order to operate a
vehicle.

e |f adriver cannot identify an unmarked police vehicle and/or the driver as law enforcement,
he/she should drive slowly and carefully below the speed limit and either (1) pull over at a
well-lit, populated location, (2) drive carefully to the nearest police station and attempt to
attract the attention of a uniformed officer or (3) call 9-1-1. A driver should activate the
vehicle's hazard lights as a helpful way to communicate intentions with the police officer.

e |f adriver is being stopped at night, it is acceptable to turn on the interior light of the
vehicle.

A traffic stop could indicate the driver has committed a minor traffic violation without real-
izing it. There also may be a problem with the vehicle of which the driver is unaware or the
vehicle may be similar to one used in a serious crime. Many officers will not provide the
driver with specific reasons for the stop until they have obtained the driver's license, vehicle
registration and insurance card from the driver.
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If the traffic stop results in a ticket or arrest for the driver, he/she:

e Should not debate the reason for the stop or argue with the police officer.

e Should not refuse to sign a ticket if issued. A traffic ticket requires the driver’s signature.
Signing a ticket is not an admission of the driver's guilt — only an acknowledgment of
receiving the ticket.

¢ Should not be uncooperative with law enforcement at the scene. If a driver is suspected
of drunk driving, refusal to submit to breath, urine, blood or performance tests can result
in the loss of driving privileges.

e Should not argue about the ticket at the time of issuance. If a driver believes an offense
was not committed or the ticket was issued unfairly, he/she will have the opportunity to
present the case in traffic court.

e Should not resist arrest if taken into custody by the police.

A driver is to be treated with dignity and respect by law enforcement officers. If a driver
believes that an officer has acted inappropriately during a traffic stop or other encounter,
he/she should report the conduct as soon as possible to the officer’s superiors. Officers are
required to provide their names and badge numbers upon request. Written complaints can
be filed with the agency’s internal affairs division or civilian complaint board.

Regardless of what action is taken, police officers are legally required to document all traffic
stops, which includes obtaining the driver's name and address for data collection purposes.

Distracted Driving

llinois law prohibits the use of handheld cellphones, texting or using other electronic com-
munications while operating a motor vehicle. Hands-free devices or Bluetooth technology
is allowed for persons age 19 and older.

lllinois law prohibits the use of headsets while driving. Headsets are defined as any device,
other than a hearing aid, that allows a person to hear or receive electronic communications.
The use of a single-sided headset or earpiece with a wireless/cellphone device is permitted
while driving. Motorcycle, motor-driven cycle and moped operators may use intercom hel-
mets which permit a driver and/or passengers to speak to one another.

Using hands-free technology such as a headset or voice activated controls is considered a
distraction while driving and can be dangerous. If a driver must make a phone call, even
with hands-free technology, it is recommended the driver pull off to the side of the road
before making the call.

Using a cellphone while holding the device and utilizing the speaker phone is not
considered hands free and is a violation of lllinois law. Watching or streaming a
live video on a cellphone is also a violation of lllinois law.

The only time an lllinois driver can use a cellphone that is not hands free is:

e To report an emergency situation.

e While parked on the shoulder of a roadway.

¢ While stopped due to normal traffic being obstructed and the vehicle is in neutral or park.
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A driver who is in a crash with a motor vehicle, bicyclist, pedestrian or any road
user caused by distracted driving may face criminal penalties and incarceration.

Safety Belt Law

lllinois law requires all drivers and passengers (front and back seat) age 8 and older to wear
safety belts even if the vehicle is equipped with air bags. Passengers under age 8 must be
secured in an appropriate child restraint system as covered by the Child Passenger Protec-
tion Act.

If a passenger has a disability or medical condition that makes him/her unable to secure
his/her own safety belt, the driver is responsible for securing and adjusting the safety belt
for that passenger.

It is the responsibility of the driver to ensure ALL passengers obey the safety belt law and
the Child Passenger Protection Act.

Safety Belt Fitting

The lap belt should be worn across the hip bones and should never be positioned across
the stomach or soft part of the abdomen. The shoulder strap should be as snug as possible
but still allow the driver to reach important controls. Occupants should adjust the shoulder
strap so it is comfortable and does not cross the body at or near the neck or face. The shoul-
der strap of the seat belt should never be placed behind the back or under the arm.

Air Bag Safety

Air bags are designed to provide supplemental protection in combination with safety belts.
Air bags are lifesaving devices, but special precautions should be taken when driving in air
bag-equipped vehicles.

A distance of 10-12 inches between the driver and the air bag is desirable, especially for
short, elderly or pregnant drivers. Passengers should position their seats as far back as pos-
sible, tilting the seat back slightly if necessary.

Children riding in the front seat can be seriously injured or killed when an air bag deploys
in a crash. It is recommended that children ages 12 and younger be properly secured in the
back seat. If children under age 8 must ride in the front passenger seat with an active air
bag, they should be in a properly installed, appropriate child safety seat with the seat as
far back as possible. Rear-facing child safety seats should never be installed in front of an
active air bag. Some vehicles, such as pick-up trucks, have the option to turn off the pas-
senger side front air bag.

Child Passenger Protection Act

The Child Passenger Protection Act requires all children under age 8 be properly secured in
an appropriate child safety restraint system. This includes the use of booster seats, which
must only be used with a lap/shoulder safety belt. If the back seat of the vehicle is not
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equipped with lap/shoulder type safety belts, a child weighing more than 40 pounds may
be transported in the back seat without a booster seat, secured with a lap belt only.

Effective January 1, 2019, lllinois law requires children to be properly secured in a rear-
facing child restraint system until age 2 unless they weigh more than 40 pounds or are more
than 40 inches tall.

Drivers wanting more information on child safety seat recalls or a safety seat inspected for
proper installation should visit www.safercar.gov.

Speed Limits

Speeding is one of the leading contributors to vehicle crashes, deaths and serious injuries
on roadways. Individuals may drive at the maximum allowable speed only under safe con-
ditions. For safety purposes, a minimum speed limit may be posted along certain roadways.
\When minimum limits are not posted, a driver should not drive so slow as to create an inter-
ference with the normal movement of traffic. The following speed limits apply, unless oth-
erwise posted:
e Interstates and tollways — 70 mph.
e Highways with four lanes — 65 mph.
e (Other highways and rural areas — 55 mph.
e City/town areas — 30 mph.
e Alleys — 15 mph.
e School zones — 20 mph (on school days between 7 a.m. and 4 p.m. when children are

present and signs are posted).

Local municipalities have the discretion to post speed limits different from those listed.
A driver must take care to slow down when approaching and crossing an intersection, going
around a curve, approaching the top of a hill, or traveling on a narrow and winding roadway.

A driver must be aware that there may always be dangers present due to pedestrians, bicy-
clists, traffic, weather, mechanical problems or road conditions.
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Construction Zones, Emergency Vehicles,
School Zones and Funeral Processions

Construction Zones

When approaching or entering a highway construction or maintenance area (also known
as work zones), lllinois law requires motorists to slow down, discontinue wireless/cellphone
use (unless using a hands-free device that may include the use of a single-sided headset),
yield to any authorized vehicles or workers in the area, change to a lane away from the
workers when possible and proceed with caution.

Motorists must obey the posted construction zone speed limit 24 hours a day, seven days
a week, regardless of the presence of workers. Standard speed limits may be reduced due
to the presence of workers or because normal driving conditions do not exist in a construc-
tion zone. There may be narrow lanes, drop-offs between lanes or at the edge of the pave-
ment, lane closures, construction equipment or obstructions near open lanes of traffic. The
speed limit may be further reduced when workers are present.

Emergency/Maintenance Vehicles

When approaching a stationary (non-moving) emergency/maintenance vehicle using visual
signals, Illinois law requires motorists to yield, change to a lane away from the emergency
workers when possible and proceed with caution. If a lane change is not possible, a driver
should reduce speed and proceed with caution. lllinois law prohibits photography and the
use of wireless/cellphones within 500 feet of an emergency scene, except in certain circum-
stances.

When being approached by an emergency vehicle using audible and visual signals (lights
and/or sirens), lllinois law requires motorists to immediately pull to the right side of the
road and allow the emergency vehicle to pass. In some cases a complete stop may be nec-
essary to allow the emergency vehicle to pass. If stopped at an intersection with two-way
traffic, remain stopped until the emergency vehicle passes through the intersection.

Adriver is prohibited from driving over fire hoses, unless permitted by a fire official in com-
mand of the scene.

School Zones

When approaching a marked school zone between 7 a.m. and 4 p.m., on days when school is
in operation and children are present, a driver must discontinue wireless/cellphone use (unless
using a hands-free device that may include the use of a single-sided headset), reduce speed
to 20 mph, and stop and yield the right of way to any children or adults in the crosswalk area.

Funeral Processions

Motorists encountering a funeral procession must yield the right of way to all vehicles in
the procession. Motorists in a funeral procession should have their headlights and hazard
lights turned on. Motorists should NOT drive between vehicles in an organized funeral
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procession, except when directed to do so by a law enforcement officer. Vehicles are pro-
hibited from joining a funeral procession for the purpose of securing the right of way or
attempting to pass any vehicle in an organized funeral procession, except where a passing
lane has been specifically provided. Local municipalities may impound a vehicle that inter-
feres with a funeral procession due to reckless driving.

Right of Way

A driver must yield the right of way to other drivers, bicyclists or pedestrians:

e \When making a right turn on a red light after a complete stop.

e After coming to a complete stop at an intersection where there is a stop sign or flashing
red signal. If there is no stop line, stop before the crosswalk. If there is no crosswalk or
stop line, stop at a place where all approaching traffic can be seen.

e \When making a left turn on a red light after a stop from a one-way street to another one-
way street with traffic moving to the left. (See Figure A on page 27.)

e \When more than one driver reaches a four-way stop intersection. The first driver to stop
should be the first to go. When two vehicles on different roadways arrive at a four-way
stop intersection at the same time, the vehicle on the left should yield to the vehicle on
the right. (See Figure B on page 27.)

e \When entering an intersection with a flashing yellow arrow.

¢ \When two vehicles on different roadways reach an uncontrolled intersection at the same
time. The vehicle on the left should yield to the vehicle on the right.

¢ \When making a left-hand turn into oncoming traffic. If drivers enter an intersection while
the light is green, they may finish the turn even though the light turns red.

¢ \When approaching a MERGE sign with through traffic. A driver must increase or decrease
speed to avoid a crash.

e \When approaching a YIELD sign. A driver should slow down or stop to avoid a crash.

e Fven after the light turns green when there are vehicles in the intersection.

¢ \When emerging from an alley, building, private road or driveway after coming to a com-
plete stop. (See Figure C on page 27.)

e To cross traffic when on the terminating highway of a “T" intersection with no traffic
control signs or signals. (See Figure D on page 27.)

¢ \When approaching emergency vehicles using audible and visual signals.

A driver may not:

e Enter an intersection or drive within a marked crosswalk unless there is enough space
to allow passage of other vehicles and/or pedestrians.

e Drive onto a railroad crossing.

Pedestrian Right of Way

A driver must come to a complete stop (and yield):

e \When a pedestrian is in a marked crosswalk.

e On school days, when children are in close proximity to a school zone crosswalk.
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Figure A Figure B

“A" and “B" yield to “C"
because “C" arrived at
intersection first.

“A” yields to “B” before turning
from one-way street onto
one-way street moving left.

“A" yields to “B” because
“B" is on the right.

“B" yields to “A” at “T"
intersection with no

X signs or signals.
“B" yields to “A" before

entering roadway from
alley or driveway.

Figure C Figure D

A driver must yield:

e \When a pedestrian is in an unmarked crosswalk on the driver's side of the roadway and
there are no traffic control signals.

e \When making a turn at any intersection.

e \When making a lawful turn on a red light after coming to a complete stop.

e After coming to a complete stop at a stop sign or flashing red signal at an intersection.

¢ \When a pedestrian enters a crosswalk before the traffic light changes.

e \When a pedestrian is walking with a green light, to a walking person symbol or to a walk
signal.

¢ \When a pedestrian is leaving or entering a street or highway from an alley, buildi